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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
May 2021
DR.TINA KELLER
I first encountered this passage of scripture as a
college student struggling to understand the
Isaiah 61:1-3 NIV
unconditional love of God. It was during that time of
my life that I realized that God saw me, my mistakes,
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on
and the mess that I had made of my life as having
me, because the Lord has anointed me
purpose. He wanted to redeem me. His desire for me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
was to exchange the ashes all around me for beauty.
He saw my future, my growth and my value.
This spring I was especially reminded of this
passage. My family lives on a small farm not far from
campus. We recently used prescribed fires to aid in
reducing invasive plants that were taking over our
fields. I was hesitant when my husband first
suggested this technique. He is very familiar with this
management tool as a part of his work
responsibilities. He has participated in many
trainings and fires across the state. For him it was an
easy technical decision. To me, the idea of fields on
fire especially those near our home and barn, did not
sound remotely appealing. After he promised I would
still have an intact home in the end, I agreed.
However, even after safety was reassured, I still had
a lingering sense of reluctance towards this mode of
property management.
I realized that my concerns were more than safety-I
just didn’t like the idea of burning fields. The fires felt
like destruction. Seeing the charred earth
surrounding our farm hurt something deep inside of
me. I have spent my life as a nurturer. I seek ways to
build up and help students grow. Setting fields on fire
just felt like it went against my desires to preserve
and care for the land.

On the Cover:

He has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom
for the captives and release from
darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favor
and the day of vengeance of our
God,
to comfort all who mourn,
and provide for those who grieve in
Zion—

to bestow on them
a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of
righteousness,
a planting of the Lord
for the display of his splendor.

Dr. Sarah Fischer, Assistant Professor of Literacy, installed a Storywalk on campus in April.
Students laughed along with the zany characters in the book Creepy Carrots.

Then, I understood that God views us in this same way. When he sees us in pain it is
his nature to comfort. When he sees us held captive he wants to sets us free. He
provides joy and yes, exchanges ashes for beauty. There are times in life when we go
through the fire. We look around at the charred remains of our dreams. Know that
when God sees you, he desires to make things right-to comfort, to create something
new and beautiful from the pain.

True to form, today we have beautiful lush green fields. The wild briars and invasive
grasses are replaced with gorgeous pasture. When I look out over the fields I see
redemption; I see the hope of a new life. I am reminded of God’s love and character
mirrored in the natural world. I see beauty for ashes. Here is a link to one of my favorite
worship songs that captures this for me. Graves Into Gardens ft. Brandon Lake | Live |
Elevation Worship - YouTube
All the Best,
Dr. Keller

INTERNATIONAL GALA IS A TIME TO COME TOGETHER AND
SHOWCASE THE DIVERSE CULTURES REPRESENTED ON
MESSIAH’S CAMPUS. IT IS A NIGHT FULL OF FOOD,
PERFORMANCES, AND ART FROM ALL AROUND THE WORLD.

INTERNATIONAL GALA
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT MAJORS ENJOYING THE EVENING.

DEVOTIONAL
A MONTHLY DEVOTION WRITTEN BY MESSIAH
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION STUDENTS.

JOHN 8:12: “WHEN JESUS SPOKE AGAIN TO THE
PEOPLE, HE SAID, 'I AM THE LIGHT OF THE
WORLD. WHOEVER FOLLOWS ME WILL NEVER
WALK IN DARKNESS, BUT WILL HAVE THE LIGHT
OF LIFE.”
Written by Emily Watson, Junior, PreK-4
To save your life, follow the light. When I was a little girl, my family would make treks out to Fort
Williams Park. Located in Cape Elizabeth Maine, this park had wide open grass areas perfect for
picnics and for flying kites. At this park there was also a majestic lighthouse situated along the rocky
coast. The light station's name is Portland Head Light. Many associate this lighthouse and the iconic,
red shingled keeper's house attached, to Maine. Coming to this park by the ocean, I always heard the
history of this great light station. Through storms, dense fog, and strong gale winds, the lighthouse still
stands and the light continues to shine. Passing ships are warned by this radiating light that sharp
rocks are close by. Captains are able to steer away from the dangerous, jagged boulders saving their
ships and crew.
The protection and guidance one light can provide has always fascinated me. It reminds me of the
great security and direction our Lord gives those who believe in Him. In John 8:12 he writes, "When
Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 'l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." He then goes on to explain how knowing Him means
that you know His Father. Through Jesus we can find hope. Through Him we are given a future. He is
the light of our world and He shines in our darkness.
It can be so easy to follow our own desires and what the world tells us is right. However, this can lead
to a life full of pain, anguish, guilt, and many other awful situations. Knowing God and working to
follow Him with our whole heart can keep us safe especially when the storms come. We may be
tossed around like a ship at sea, but search for the light in the darkness. Listen to what it says and you
will be okay. To save your life, follow the Light.

WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU

CONGRATULATIONS!

to the new tenured
Associate Professor of
Literacy Education

Dr. Sarah Fischer

HEARD IN
THE
CLASSROOM
What are we talking
about this month?

Mary Kraus

Sarah Davis

Children’s Literature
was very fun and it
really helped put me in
the mindset of a child!
It helped me learn how
to find good books that
are suitable for
children, and
appropriate ways to help
get my students
interested in reading!

In EDSP 398, we are writing
plans to prepare students for
employment after school. This
project has given me authentic
experience at creatively coming
up with adaptations and goals
for a focus student.

Samuel Cable
I really like my Social
Studies methods course
with Dr. Hazen. We are
learning how to
incorporate social studies
into all subjects, so our
students can become
more well rounded
citizens. Helping to form
the next generation of
great citizens is very
exciting!

TRENDS IN THE FIELD-DR. MELINDA BURCHARD
Teaching requires us to monitor legal and practice implications of court cases. One current Supreme
Court case considers special education eligibility and services for E.M.D.H., a high school student with
giftedness and a complex combination of disabilities. E.M.D.H.’s giftedness helped her test well even
though her interacting disabilities caused frequent school absences and inability to engage in learning
offered remotely. At question is whether the school properly involved parents, whether they
considered all data in eligibility considerations, and if the school delivered proper specialized
instruction and accommodations. You can read the opinions and track the progression of this case on
the blog of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/independentschool-district-no-283-v-e-m-d-h-ex-rel-l-h-and-s-d/

DR. KELLER
PROFESSOR SPOTLIGHT
Office: Boyer 405 Email: tkeller@messiah.edu

FAVORITE SCRIPTURE VERSE AND WHY

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND
New Mexico State University, Ph.D
The Pennsylvania State University
M.Ed
Messiah College, B.S.

CLASSES I TEACH
Educating English Learners
TESOL Methodology

WHAT I DO FOR FUN
Travel, Photography, Gardening

RESEARCH INTERESTS
Equitable Teaching of English
Learners
Belonging in classrooms
Children's Literature

Romans 8: 34-39
34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus
who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the
right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?
36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all
these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the
future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Just reading this verse gives me such a sense of strength and
comfort. At the core of my faith is the realization of the great
overwhelming love that God has not just for me, but for all of
creation. We are bound together as beloved children held
fast in God's transcendent love.

FAVORITE VACATION SPOT
There are too many to count! I love to travel! I enjoy the
whole process from researching new exciting locations,
making plans, seeking travel deals to actually getting on the
plane, then creating photo books of memories. So, here are
my top 10!
For Photography-Brooks Camp in Katmai National Park,
Alaska
For Food-Florence, Italy
For Shopping- Ollantaytambo, Peru
For Experiencing History-Xian, China
For Relaxing-Taos, New Mexico
For People Watching-Barcelona, Spain
For Snorkeling-Roatan, Honduras
For Garden Viewing-Kyoto, Japan
For Sunsets-Waikiki Beach, Hawaii
For Coffee-Vienna, Austria

EAMU CELEBRATES THE END OF THE YEAR

Thank
You
Abby Lawrence, Shannon Ihrer
and Clayton Hilson for your
leadership this year.

CONGRATULATIONS!

ANITA VOELKER
LITERACY AWARD
Brittany Roberts, Rachel Sehon, Sarah
Haverstick, Peyton Kline

For the Voelker Grant, our group decided to donate books to the Dauphin
County Library. We figured that this would be a way that multiple different
people would be able to utilize the books. After researching the different
cultures in Dauphin County and their current library books, we selected our
books to reflect the prevalent cultures/ethnicities in Dauphin County.
"It is so important for all people to see themselves in books. The Voelker
Grant helped make this possible by allowing us to donate relevant books to
the Dauphin County Library." -Peyton Kline

CREEPY CARROTS
StoryWalk®
The Education Department recently
sponsored a StoryWalk® of the picturebook
Creepy Carrots by Aaron Reynolds along the
campus nature trail. We hoped that it would
provide an opportunity for the campus
community to enjoy nature and a fun story at
the same time. It seems to have been a
success and we hope to organize more of
these in the future! If you're
interested in learning more
about the StoryWalk®
movement or sponsoring your
own at your school or in your
community, check out:
https://www.kellogghubbard.org /storywalk

Education students enjoying the walkTop Right: Mikayla Frederick and Victoria Wheaton
Bottom Left: Sami Fisher and Jonah Freil
Bottom Right: John Truitt

Read Below to Learn about Alexa Renda's
Literacy Project with Graphic Novels!

Integration of Graphic Novels into Literacy Curriculum
I spent this year researching the importance of implementing graphic novels in literacy
curriculum and instruction for my Inquiry Project for Dr. Fischer’s class. During the fall
semester I researched how they can be used in the primary grades and then extended this
inquiry further to the intermediate grades in the spring. In the process, I learned that
graphic novels are a much more important genre of literature than they are given credit
for in classrooms today. They offer multitudes of benefits in both the primary and
intermediate grades and provide opportunities for students to engage deeply in the texts.
In the primary grades, it is seen that graphic novels are useful in motivating reluctant
readers to begin reading and find a mode of reading that they enjoy and can connect
with. Graphic novels also promote critical thinking, and are used as a type of reading that
English Language Learners can use to read with less focus on written text. They also are
extremely useful in teaching history to make it more visual for those who need to more
concrete images to make meaning of an event or time period. All of these benefits are
seen in the intermediate grades but extend to other areas as well. In the intermediate
grades, graphic novels are used to promote comprehension by connecting image to text,
and extends the motivation that students have to read with the “cool factor” that comes
with reading graphic novels. They make meaning of socio-political issues that exist and
are talked about in social studies classes, and provide opportunities for fluency for
students with special needs. Finally, in exploring the merits of using graphic novels for the
intermediate grades, I was able to explore how faith can be connected to the use of
graphic novels. I learned that graphic novels can connect children to what they are
reading about in the same way that it connects students to history, by making meaning of
something that can be difficult to understand. This can be done through the use of
graphic bibles that portray Bible stories in a graphic novel style. Overall, graphic novels
are much more than an “easy read” and deserve to be treated with the same respect and
importance that other forms of reading are given in literacy curriculum.

TEN TESOL/ESL MINORS PRESENTED THEIR RESEARCH

SPRING
TESOL
SYMPOSIUM
Utilizing Children’s Literature in the ESL Classroom-Kelsey Sharpe
Extensive Reading to Support ELL Reading Proficiency at all Ages-Maria Cushing-Daniels
Lowering Affective Filter in the ESL Classroom-Bev Escontrias
From the Lens of an ESL Learner: Things I Wish My ESL Teacher Knew. -Ruby Pelley
Using Manipulatives in all Aspects of the Classroom, and for all Ages.-Gretchen Helsel
The Benefits of Total Physical Response (TPR) in an ESL classroom of all ages.-Erin Haines
Identifying the Challenge Areas for ELLs in Various Content Areas-Logan Wolfe
How to Enhance The Growth Mindset in ESL classrooms -Madison Myers
Utilizing ELLs Funds of Knowledge to Enrich the Classroom Experience-Laura Kruth
How To Teach Abroad-Corrine Reed

TECHNOLOGY CORNER
Our Favorite Online Resources and Tools

RESOURCES FROM

Dr. Hazen

SOME OF MY FAVORITE COLLABORATIVE LEARNING TOOLS
One of my favorite things to do in the classroom is to get students to collaborate. This year that has been a
significant challenge which has pushed me to discover some great online tools for cooperative and collaborative
learning. One of the best has been Padlet (https://padlet.com). Padlet allows for creative collaboration using a
range mixed media sources. In real-time, students can contribute videos, images, drawings, and comments on a
virtual corkboard. Each student can comment or reply to the work of another student or add a new strand on the
topic that is introduced. I use it to have students share ideas or for a digital gallery where students can display their
work. Another tool I have been using is FlipGrid (https://info.flipgrid.com/). FlipGrid is a video tool that is meant to
encourage discussion and engagement. These short video-logs allow students to share ideas and opinions in a fun
and hands-on way, as video submissions are often more enticing to students than a written response. I especially
like the time limits which are an added challenge to students who sometimes struggle with brevity😊. I use FlipGrid
in Ed. Psych to have students share Classroom Management procedures with one another. I am also becoming a
fan of JamBoard which is a feature in Google. JamBoard is a cloud-based app that enables visual collaboration
between users in real-time. JamBoard functions as a shared ‘whiteboard’ on each user’s individual screen.
JamBoard allows you and your students to write and draw with a stylus, insert images or webpages directly from
Google, drag and resize text and images with your finger, and sketch images or math equations and then
automatically have the image recognition technology convert your sketch into a polished image. I recently used this
for students to share their dorm room realia in Social Studies Methods as part of our Classroom Museum activity.
Finally, I have been exploring Storybird (https://storybird.com/). Storybird lets kids create long-form books, poems,
and picture books with artist illustrations. They can get story prompts through writing challenges, which offer a
badge and certificate; some are free, but other challenges cost crowns, the site currency. Kids earn five crowns a
day by writing and can also spend them on creative and prep courses and how-to guides offering writing help. Kids
can keep their work private or publish it under their username; they can comment on posts, too, and follow users to
learn when they add new items. The experience has taught me that with tools such as these cooperation and
collaboration need not be limited just because we are doing at a distance.

THE CLASS OF 2021
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On May 6, 2021 graduating seniors were sent
off to their future classrooms with prayers,
blessings and a challenge to commit their
lives to the service of God and others.

Click here to see more photos of the wonderful evening!

Seniors recieve a pin to wear on their graduation robe.

Luke Myers - Sophomore Math
Concentration
"Back home I live on a farm in
Chambersburg, PA. I love being outside
and playing sports with my three younger
siblings. I also run track at Messiah.."
Kaylee Getz - Sophomore Math and
Science Concentration
"I'm from Huntingdon, PA. I love
Chinese food, shopping, and Lauren
Daigle!" :)

Clayton Hillson - Sophomore Science
Concentration
"I'm from Gettysburg, PA. Over the
summer I work umpiring youth baseball
games."

Chad Vrolijk - Sophomore Science and
Math Concentration
"I am from Harrisonburg Virginia. and I
grew up on a turkey farm." Live each day
the best you can. Don’t let yourself get
caught up in what has happened or what
might happen because you will miss the
gifts in front of you.

MEET SOME OF OUR MIDDLE LEVEL
EDUCATION MAJORS

ALUMNI ADVICE
LESSONS FROM MESSIAH ALUMNI
ALUMNI PROFILE

Aubrey
Werley
CLASS

OF

2016

New Hampshire Estates Elementary School
Montgomery County Public Schools
First Grade Teacher

In my first five years of teaching I’ve heard the echoes of familiar advice
commonly shared by Messiah’s professors; “It’s all about relationships.” The
relationships you cultivate with students, their families, and your colleagues
unlock the greatest potential for a student’s academic success and envelops
students in a supportive and cohesive educational community. Following
methods to become a “Warm Demander” has greatly helped me find the
complicated balance of communicating high expectations and building
resiliency through productive struggle, while also expressing compassion and
developing trust with students as they navigate challenging academic, social,
and emotional growth. In the words of author Lisa Delpit, Warm Demanders
“expect a great deal of their students, convince them of their own brilliance,
and help them to reach their potential in a disciplined and structured
environment.” Learning to adapt this teaching strategy despite grade level,
school, and even state changes has helped me secure solid and reliable
relationships with my students, encourage genuine partnerships with their
families, and build a collaborative team atmosphere as both a team leader and
a team member.
Perhaps most importantly, remember to act as your own Warm
Demander as you continue your vocational development as an educator.
Through the many moments of celebrations and challenges, accomplishments
and defeats, always extend grace and encouragement to yourself just as you
would your students and know that with each experience you encounter, your
own expertise, resilience, and instinct will serve you and your students well.

Upcoming
Events
MARK

YOUR

MAY

CALENDARS

SUMMER
Falcon FridaysJune 18,
July 16
August 13

Finals Week May 3-6
Senior Cap Decorating-May 5
Commissioning Service-May 6
Baccalaureate-May 7
Graduation-May 8

First Year Students Meet the
Education Department-Aug 23

Summer Term 1 Begins-May 16

First Day of Class-Aug 24

Would you like to contribute to our newsletter? Do you have
an idea for an article? We would love to hear from current
students or Messiah Alumni!
Email ideas to tkeller@messiah.edu
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